COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI

August 8, 2017

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI, STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KALANA O MAU! BUILDING,
WAILUKU, HAWAII, ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2017, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M., WITH
CHAIR MICHAEL B. WHITE PRESIDING.

CHAIR WHITE: This meeting of the Council of the County of Maui shall please come to order.

Mr. Clerk, please call the roll.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS ALIKA ATAY, S.STACY CRIVELLO,
DONALD S. GUZMAN, G. RIKI HOKAMA, KELLY T. KING,
YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR ROBERT CARROLL,
AND CHAIR MICHAEL B. WHITE.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBER ELEANORA COCHRAN.

(Councilmember Cochran was not present when the roll was called; however, she arrived at
9:05a.m.)

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK JOSIAH NISHITA: Mr. Chair, there are eight Members present
and one Member excused. A quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.

For opening remarks this morning, we have Member Carroll. Good morning.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Vice-Chair Robert Carroll.
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CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Carroll.

Members and the folks in the gallery, will you please rise and join me in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, and others in attendance, rose and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you. And just a reminder for everyone to please turn off their
noisemaking devices.
And with that, Mr. Clerk, do we have any, any testimony for ceremonial resolutions?
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Mr. Chair, we have no testimony for ceremonial resolutions.

CHAIR WHITE: Okay. The Chair is going to take a quick recess, since Ms. Cochran's item
is first up, | believe. So, we'll be in recess for, recess at the call of the Chair.

(THE MEETING WAS RECESSED BY THE CHAIR AT 9:04 A.M., AND WAS RECONVENED
AT 9:05 AM., WITH ALL MEMBERS PRESENT.)

CHAIR WHITE: This meeting will please come back to order.
Mr. Clerk, let's proceed with the agenda.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Mr. Chair, proceeding with ceremonial resolutions.

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION
NO.__17-120

RECOGNIZING THE 166TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE BIRTH OF LAHAINA STATESMAN
WILLIAM PUNOHU'AWEOWEO'ULAOKALANI WHITE
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CHAIR WHITE: Ms. Cochran.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Aloha. Good morning, Chair. Thank you, sorry for my
tardiness.

CHAIR, | MOVE TO, | MOVE TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED
RESOLUTION WITH NON-SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES
ENTITLED "RECOGNIZING THE 166TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE BIRTH OF LAHAINA STATESMAN WILLIAM
PUNOHU AWEOWEQO ULAOKALANI WHITE".

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA:
SECOND.
CHAIR WHITE: We have a motion from Ms. Cochran, and a second from Mr. Hokama.
Ms. Cochran.

COUNCILMEMBER CHAIR: Thank you, Chair. And, the reso, if you folks had gone through
just states so many of his accomplishments, and highlights, you know, the historical
impact he had during the final days of the years of our Kingdom of Hawaii, and
beginning of the Territory of Hawaii.

I had the honor and privilege of going to the unveiling of the headstone on Sunday, this
past Sunday over at Kapalama in the Kalihi area. And, meeting around 200 of his
descendants was such a moving experience, and just awe-inspiring and so emotional.
And the families who had no clue who they descended from were just so blown away,
and it's, was just such a touching, moving event. And the unveiling was so profound.

And it's, it's hard to put into words, but | did mention to the family that we would be here
today doing this. And at, on Sunday, it had not been voted on, but we will be discussing
it today on their behalf. And they were so thankful and grateful to Maui County.

And | think it's one of those things where the Queen had knighted Punohu White. And
the Queen shared with him that, you know, she couldn't change the political climate at
that time, but for people like himself to persevere and to onipa’a and move forward,
and keep our Hawaiian spirit alive.

And | shared with the families today, on Sunday, that we have people here today
changing that political climate, and making sure that the, the lives of Mr. Punohu White
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and Joseph Nawahi, and people of that stature, you know, did not do, live in vain, you
know, for the efforts they, they put forward.

So, | just want to explain, try to explain the significance and importance of today. And
thank you for allowing me to bring this forward on behalf of this County. So, hopefully,
looking forward to, to support on this resolution, Chair, at this time. Thank you.

CHAIR WHITE: Would you like us to have the Clerk read it in its entirety, so that the public
has--

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Oh, yes, please.

CHAIR WHITE: --a better idea what, what his accomplishments were?

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Yes, very much so.

CHAIR WHITE: Okay. Thank you.
Mr. Clerk.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.
Ms. Cochran, any further discussion on your part?

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you. Yea, if, if you don't mind, Chair. So, there's a
photo passed out to you folks. That was all we had given our ho'okupu, our makana
to William White, and it was just such a, an honor as | stated. And you can see the,

the star or that emblem. He was a Knight Commander under Kalakaua, given to him
by Queen Liliu.

And, | also went there on behalf of Waiola Church, as | am a board member. And so,
to bring support because he was a member of that church. So, so many ways he's so
tied to Lahaina, and being, you know, in politics, a statesman and everything that our
Clerk had mentioned, is such an honor.

And, unfortunately, Mr. White, he's not related to Councilmember White, but he is a
White descendent. And it's just, | can't nhame, recite the whole genealogy, but, it's
again, my honor to put this forward. Thank you very much.
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CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Ms. Cochran.
Members, any further discussion on this item?
Ms. Crivello.

COUNCILMEMBER CRIVELLO: Thank you. I'd like to just express mahalo to
Councilmember Cochran bringing this to our awareness, and also the public's behalf.
| think this is of extreme value for us to recognize the contribution of those that have
come before us. And | like the fact that he's recognized as a statesman, because it
must have taken a lot of challenges during the times, especially during the overthrow.
And for us as those that are ancestors of the host culture, and all those that have
migrated to Hawaii Nei, | can truly appreciate this recognition. So, thank you
Ms. Cochran.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Ms. Crivello.
Any further discussion, Members?
Mr. Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Chairman, from myself, Lanai, our people of Lanai, | also
thank Ms. Cochran for bringing forth important historical lessons for us to learn and live
by now more than ever. You know, I've gone through the 60's, through that so-called
hippie invasion; 70's during the renaissance of Hawaiiana. And if you people
remember Israel Kamakawiwo ole and his song "Hawaii ‘78", how more than ever, |
think the aina is crying out for our aina koa warriors. Our land warriors to rise up once
more to protect the interest of the land.

| for one have always took the position of island solutions for island problems by island
people. And | think this reminds us, because not only does Ms. Cochran, through this
resolution, but it's a legacy of West Maui leaders. Let us not also forget David Malo,
and what he stood for, for the people of the Hawaiian nation, as well as all of us in Maui
County.

So, | take great pride in supporting this resolution today. And | also raise the callout to
our local people that we must be vigilant, we must persevere, because there are a lot
of challenges on Maui County at this time, and we need to be strong. We need to be
aina na koas, our land warriors. And | for one am happy to maintain and take up that
challenge each and every day. Thank you, Chairman.
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CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Hokama.

Any further discussion?
COUNCILMEMBER ATAY: Chair.
CHAIR WHITE: Mr. Atay.

COUNCILMEMBER ATAY: Chair, | want to say mahalo to my colleague for bringing this
resolution forward, a resolution of recognition of our ancestors of our past. It's a time
for us to, to learn through hindsight of our leaders of our land from the past, where we
are today and to assess where we'll be going tomorrow. It's a callout to recognize the
accomplishments of our lahui of aloha aina. And it's to call and, and, and to say that
we all can be at the table. We all can participate. Kanakas must be at the table. And
the past has shown us that kanakas can be statesmen to be leaders of our community,
and move us forward. So, the beckon callis out to all aloha aina warriors to be present,
and be a part of this process of change. Mahalo for this resolution.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Atay.
Any further discussion?
COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Chair.
CHAIR WHITE: Seeing none, all those in--
COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Chair, sorry.
CHAIR WHITE: Oh, I'm sorry, Ms. Cochran.
COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Real quickly, I just want to relay the, the Molokai connection
here. William White is married to Ester Apuna Akina, descendent of Kaiakea, High
Chief of Molokai. And so, strong connection and tie to Molokai here too. And mahalo
for all the great words that was shared here this morning. Thank you.
CHAIR WHITE: Thank you. All those in favor please signify by saying "aye".
AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS ATAY, COCHRAN,
CRIVELLO, GUZMAN, HOKAMA, KING,

SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR CARROLL, AND
CHAIR WHITE.
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CHAIR WHITE: Those opposed say "no".
NOES: NONE.
CHAIR WHITE: Measure passes with nine "ayes".
Mr. Clerk. I'm sorry.
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: For the record, RESOLUTION 17-120.
RESOLUTION
NO._17-121
CONGRATULATING LEELA WATERFORD
FOR WINNING THE 2017 KAMAAINA KIDS
HAWAII STATE SPELLING BEE
CHAIR WHITE: Mr. Guzman.
COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN:
CHAIR, | MOVE TO PASS THE RESOLUTION.
COUNCILMEMBER KING:
SECOND.
CHAIR WHITE: We have a motion from Mr. Guzman, and a second from Ms. King.

Mr. Guzman.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Chair, may | ask the Clerk to read the resolution in its
entirety?

CHAIR WHITE: Certainly.
Mr. Clerk.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)
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CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.
Mr. Guzman.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you, Chair. We are so pleased to welcome our Hawaii
State Spelling Bee champion Leela Waterford to the Council today. The National
Spelling Bee contestants journey begins at the local school level, and Leela was one
of 11 million students who competed in the Bee's contest this year; 290 of whom
advanced to the national event.

She was the first runner-up for the Maui District title two years ago. She also watched
her sister compete up to the final round at the National Bee last year. She, she knew
that she needed to do so as well to follow in her, at least come close to her sister's
accomplishments.

With the support of her parents and her school principal, she studied and worked to
make her dream a reality. She prevailed over the others in Hawaii, in the Hawaii
contest to win the state competition and travel to Washington DC, and tied for the
41st in the nation.

I know that usually when we have people at this skilled level, we, for me, personally
would like to have, at least get a sample of, or at least test some of the spelling skills
that the recipient may have. So, may, may | ask her to come down to the podium?

[, | know for the life of me, | probably couldn't spell during my, my years growing up if
it not for a dictionary. But, in 1979, there was the winning word, and I'd like to test our
recipient today. In 1979 during my years of growing up was the word, if you could spell
narcolepsy, narcolepsy.

Come, come to the podium. | just, | just want to see if you, we got to, we got to make
sure that you're the, the real champion here.

CHAIRWHITE: Ithink it's important for us to point out that he's not asking any of the Members
to spell it.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Yes, yes.
CHAIR WHITE: There might be a challenge there.

MS. LEELAWATERFORD: Narcolepsy. May | have the definition?
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COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: You're, you're very good, but I'm a very prepared
Councilmember. So, the definition would be, "a condition characterized by an extreme
tendency to fall asleep whenever in relaxing surroundings”.

MS. WATERFORD: Can you use it in a sentence?
COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: During Budget, a lot of our Members suffer from narcolepsy.

MS. WATERFORD: Does this come from the Greek roots narkose meaning "numbness", and
lepsis meaning "attack"?

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: | don't know.
MS. WATERFORD: Narcolepsy, N-A-R-C-O-L-E-P-S-Y; narcolepsy.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Perfect. Good job. You have, you went through the eye of
the needle. You are a champion.

So, thank you very much, Chair. And |, |, she's well deserved of this recognition. And
I'd ask my Members in full support of this resolution. Thank you.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Guzman.
Ms. King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you, Chair. | don't know about that definition though,
because it said relaxing setting, and you used the budget sessions as an example.

But |, | do want to say that | fully support this. | was happy to second it. |, and |, and |
want to congratulate you personally. | think spelling is a dying skill. And in this day of
all the social media and the IMO and the BTW, and you know, one of my greatest fears
as a, with a background in journalism and English is that someday the spelling bees
are going to be all about these, these contracted initials. And, and it's great to see that
that spelling is still highly respected.

And | wanted to say too that in these, in this day of social media, as a, as a journalist,
you, that is sometimes and often the first impression you get of somebody is a
message. Without even knowing how old they are or sometimes even if they're a man
or woman, what they're wearing, what they look like, you see a message and if it's
fraught with spelling, it gives me heartburn personally. So, I, | love it, | love to see that
students are still respecting the, the age-old skill of spelling. And | congratulate you
and wish you well in the next National Spelling Bee.
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MS. WATERFORD: Thank you.
CHAIR WHITE: Members, any further discussion?
Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: | got to chat with her before Council started and | think a
real inspiration always is when you have a strong family foundation. So, | want to really
congratulate your parents. And of course, your sister must be very inspirational to you,
because | think she said her sister set the, her, herself in that same mode, so you
wanted to achieve what your sister did. So, congratulations to your whole family. 1, |
support this resolution.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Ms. Sugimura.
Ms. Crivello.

COUNCILMEMBER CRIVELLO: Thank you. | support this resolution, and actually would like
to personally say congratulations. | appreciate your efforts and commitment. | also
congratulate your Emmanuel Lutheran School, as well, of course, your family. Mahalo.

CHAIR WHITE: Mr. Carroll.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you, Chair. As somebody who's really challenged by
spelling, | really appreciate and I'm really proud of you. And | think we all are, that
you've gone to the heights you've gone. Congratulations.

MS. WATERFORD: Thank you.
CHAIR WHITE: Any further discussion, Members?

The Chair will just add that one of our, the crutches that we all use is spelicheck, and |
can't imagine what it would be like to be standing in front of a big audience without my
spelicheck. But, congratulations for a job well done.

Members, any further discussion on this item? Seeing none, all those in favor please
signify by saying "aye".

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS ATAY, COCHRAN,
CRIVELLO, GUZMAN, HOKAMA, KING,
SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR CARROLL, AND
CHAIR WHITE.
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CHAIR WHITE: Those opposed say "no".
NOES: NONE.
CHAIR WHITE: Measure passes with nine "ayes".
Mr. Guzman.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Chair, may | ask Leela to come to the floor to receive her
accolades?

CHAIR WHITE: Certainly.
Mr. Guzman.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you, Chair. Obviously, she has passed our Council
test, and she's well-deserved of this resolution and recognition. I'd like to have a
moment for her to say a few words, and I'd like to congratulate you on such a
successful spelling bee contest and reaching the goals that you needed to.

MS. WATERFORD: | would like to start by thanking Councilman Don Guzman and all of the
Maui County Council for inviting me here today for this special recognition.

In 2015, | was officially stung by the spelling bee. Motivated by my sister's past
success and my dad's promise of a trip to Universal Studios if we both made it to
States, we studied hard and made it happen. For the first time in Hawaii history,
siblings won the Maui County Spelling Bee. And as a tiny fifth-grader, | represented
Maui alongside my sister at the State Bee. | ended up placing ninth that year. My
sixth-grade run, however, was extremely disappointing. | messed up terribly in my
school bee, misspelling the word “"supervisor". Perhaps one of you would like to give
it a shot. Anyone?

CHAIR WHITE: I'm sure Mr. Guzman would like to.

MS. WATERFORD: | watched my older sister win the Hawaii State Spelling Bee that year
and compete in the National Bee. And | vowed then and there that | would never be
just a spectator to a Bee victory ever again.

2017 was, was my year for redemption. | slowly climbed my way to the top; winning
my class bee, then school, county, and finally States where my championship word
was "billycan".
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As the State spelling champ, | would be one of the 291 spellers at the National Bee in
Washington DC. The Scripps National Spelling Bee was an amazing experience. The
honor of representing Hawaii hit me the most at the opening ceremonies. Some states
like lllinois, California, and Texas had over 15 representatives each. But | walked in
with the great privilege of being the lone representative of the State of Hawaii.

| stood on stage with the support of my family, friends, school, island, and state. | also
received special well-wishes from Tulsi Gabbard, and even cast members from
"Hamilton", one of my favorite Broadway musicals.

| consider my run at Nationals to be successful, but somewhat unfinished. After
months of intense preparation; studying foreign language rules, roots, and lot and lots
of words, | spelled all my onstage words correctly; including "crapehanger” and
"advolution". But when someone asks which word | got out on, | have to explain the
dreaded spelling and vocabulary written test. With so many brilliant spellers
competing, there's now a written test to cut the field for the finals to 40, and | just missed
the cut. But, out of the 11 million kids who compete in spelling bees every year, maybe
tying for 41st isn't so bad.

From the time when | greeted the pronouncer with an aloha kakahiaka to spreading
aloha to spellers from all around the world, | hope | made Hawaii proud. My closest
friendships that week were with girls from California, Virginia, American Samoa, and
Ghana. | will remember this forever.

Though I'm not sure if | will attempt to return to the National Bee this year, | hope to
find ways to remain involved in bee experience, and motivate other kids on Maui to
find a love of words and reading. That's where this journey really began for me, and |
hope to share this excitement in the future. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair. Chair, can | ask a clarifying question?

CHAIR WHITE: Sure, Ms. King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: So, other than a potential slogan for the former Mayor of the Big
Island, what does "billycan" mean?

MS. WATERFORD: It's an Australian cooking pot.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Oh okay. Thank you.
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CHAIR WHITE: Thank you very much, Mr. Guzman.
And, congratulations again.
Mr. Clerk, may we proceed with the agenda.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: For the record, RESOLUTION 17-121.
Mr. Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items. We have
established limited interactive communication that enables individuals from Hana,
Lanai, and Molokai, to provide testimony from our District Offices.
Individuals who wish to offer testimony from Hana, Lanai, and Molokai should now sign
up with District Office staff. Individuals who wish to offer testimony in the chamber,
please sign up at the desk located in the eighth floor lobby just outside the chamber
door. Testimony at all locations is limited to the items listed on today's agenda.

When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent.

Currently we have five individuals registered to testify in the Council chamber.

The first person to testify is Gabriel Beeson-McArdle, testifying on County
Communication 17-316. He will be followed by Rosemary Robbins.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. GABRIEL BEESON-MCARDLE, (testifying on County Communication No. 17-316):

Aloha, Counciimembers. My name is Gabriel Beeson-McArdle. Good morning, and
thank you for hearing my testimony today. | am so grateful for all the positive words
I've heard so far.

I'm here to testify in strong support of the introduction of legislation to ban Oxybenzone
contained in sunscreens. | grew up on the west side of Maui, snorkeling and diving in
the pristine waters of Mokuleia Bay, known by most as Slaughterhouse Beach. | use
to spend hours and hours in those waters diving. | moved off-island for several years,
and when | came back, | could not believe my eyes; still such beauty.
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There were some obvious changes, however. It seemed there were less fish and more
people. With the influx in tourism and overall increase in human activity aiso should
come increased responsibility and respect. This is why I'm in strong support of the
introduction of legislation to ban Oxybenzone contained in sunscreens.

| grew up on the west side of Maui surfing, paddling, snorkeling, and diving the reefs.
| believe it is our responsibility as stewards of this aina and water, the wai, to care for
our home we rely on heavily, our waters and connection to them because we are all
one. It was taught in school that that is what Hawaii means; "ha wai i".

This synergy is so important to our economic viability and strength as well. We, here
on Maui, rely heavily on our tourist-driven economy. [f there are no fish and no reefs
to snorkel and dive, there will be no visitors. We have to take the necessary steps to
ensure these waters and reefs are kept in their pristine natural conditions for
generations to come.

Would you want to spray "Banana Boat" chemicals on your salad at lunch before eating
it? Well, that is how the fishes and the honu see it when we spray chemicals on our
bodies and then jump directly into their home where they eat.

I'm very passionate about the ocean. | was on canoe team when | was keiki and I've
loved the water ever since. This is why | have reached out to a handful of my favorite
all-natural, eco-friendly, bio-degradable, reef-safe sunscreen companies, and applied
to become a potential rep. I'm a licensed massage therapist, and practice lomi and
Thai massage. But | will dedicate my weekends and spare time to spreading the word
about reef-safe alternatives.

Here is a box of some samples a company | contacted sent me. And they're all great
products. I've been using them for years; seven years or so, since they first came out.
And they all have different applications. This is a stick. This is face stuff you can apply.
They're all baby-sensitive and reef-safe, and non-greasy, and water-resistant. They,
they pretty much do it all and cover all the bases.

In a recent report, the Department of Health's key concern to, to be resolved is the
availability of safe and effective alternatives. The report goes on, on to say that the,
the, on titanium dioxide and zinc oxide nanoparticles are alternatives to Oxybenzone,
but, however, the zinc oxide and titanium dioxide nanoparticles wash off the skin and
they can enter the aquatic environment. But, these are specifically non-nanoparticle
ingredient items.

So, thank you for your time. And | appreciate the introduction of this legislation.
Mahalo.
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CHAIR WHITE: Thank you for being here this morning.
MR. BEESON-MCARDLE: Thank you very much.

CHAIR WHITE: Members, any need for clarification? Seeing none, appreciate your
testimony this morning.

MR. BEESON-MCARDLE: Mahalo. Thank you.
CHAIR WHITE: Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Next person to testify is Rosemary Robbins, testifying on County
Communication 17-319. She will be followed by Susan Varsames.

MS. ROSEMARY ROBBINS (testifying on County Communication No. 17-319):

Good morning, everybody. Rosemary Robbins, concerned citizen, somebody who
was out in the water long before even zinc oxide was available where | lived.

| would like to echo appreciative thoughts for your opening remarks this morning,
Member Carroll, about for the common good. Thank you so much. We can never hear
that often enough, because we're competing with so much in our world today that
doesn't seem heavily devoted to the common good.

I'd like to speak this morning from agenda page 5; County Communication 17-39 [sic].
This is submitted by the Upcountry representative Yuki Lei Sugimura. And it is, may |
read this? | guess no problem. Smoking in vehicles when persons under the age of
18 are present.

As a water safety instructor trainer, lifeguarding instructor trainer, lots of aquatics stuff
over the years right here on Maui, for years as a volunteer, | worked with the American
Red Cross and the American Lung Association teaching aquatics to children who had
respiratory challenges. We were all over the place, used all the pools; it was wonderful.

And the parents and grandparents would drive the children to those sessions, and they
were apprehensive as all get out, because they remember the two o'clock in the
morning arrivals at the emergency room at Maui Memorial in those days, with this little
one turning strange colors for not having sufficient oxygen repelled through her
respiratory organs, or his. On the other hand, the children would arrive, as enthusiastic
as I'll get out. So, we got the parents to be distracted and worked with the children,
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and it was wonderful. | see their grandchildren out there today. And a lot of them were
able to outgrow the abnorms that they had as children.

It reminds me of what | see somedays as I'm leaving my neighborhood, and that is a
youngster that is waiting for, | think, the middle school bus. And when | look at this
presentation you'll be dealing with later on today, this youngster is sitting on a stonewall
partially enclosed by a beautiful hedge smoking; middle school. We know that the
younger the children are who begin smoking, the longer term the damage that's being
done.

So, | truly appreciate your bringing this up. Thank you. | encourage everybody to
appreciate it; get that passed.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you very much, Ms. Robbins.

Members, any need for clarification? Seeing none, appreciate your being here this
morning.

MS. ROBBINS: You're welcome.
CHAIR WHITE: Mr. Clerk.
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Next person to testify is Susan Varsames, testifying on County

Communication 17-316. To be followed by Lila Jones.

MS. SUSAN VARSAMES (testifying on County Communication No. 17-316):

Good morning.
CHAIR WHITE: Good morning.

MS. SUSAN VARSAMES: So, | am Susan Varsames. | own the Holistic Learning Center of
Maui. And, the point of Holistic Learning Center is to teach people how to use natural
products for their health and wellness, and to stay away from chemicals.

And in that vein with what's happening with our Oxybenzone bill, | am in support of
eliminating Oxybenzone from our reefs. I've done an enormous amount of research,
and | just wanted to share some basic facts with you. | think, you know, we're taught
in school as kids that it's the trees that give us so much oxygen on the planet, when in
fact it's the coral reefs that give us almost 70 percent of the oxygen on our planet.
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And as the Oxybenzone goes into this space, you know, we, we all know the effects
of, of tourism and the fish, etc., but | think it's important to understand what it's doing
in the bigger picture. Oxybenzone has the ability to change your hormones. It's a
known hormone disrupter. And what that means is it literally changes male fish into
female fish, and they are unable to fertilize.

| do own the Holistic Learning Center in New York where we do biomedical testing.
And the number one chemical that's found in the bloodstream of infertile couples is,
surprise, Oxybenzone. So, this is something that is not just affecting fish, it's affecting
humans.

And | think another thing to understand was the whole initial intent of Oxybenzone was
to prevent cancer. And we have plenty of studies now that show when you combine
Vitamin E and frankincense, it does a better job than Oxybenzone. So, there's no
reason to put something on the reef that is disrupting hormones; choking the fish;
destroying our, our economy; destroying our ability to fish off of our shores; because
that's where the tourists are heading.

And | think if we pay attention some of this, to some of the studies that are being
published, we're, we're going to blast a huge amount of information in the Maui Times
in the next couple of months. And, Craig Downs from Haereticus Labs has been our
go to person for this research, and has done a great job of, of teaching us that there
are healthier alternatives that can prevent cancer, and we can get the job done with a
much healthier product.

And to that degree, I'm producing my own. It's called "Mama Kuleana". It's in a
biodegradable container. So, even the container will melt in, you know, in three
months. And again, keeping plastics off the reef is, is a real passion of mine.
So, I'm in support of banning that. There's absolutely no reason for us to have this
health issue for the fish and for us when we have way cheaper and healthier
alternatives. Thank you.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Ms. Varsames.
Members, any need for clarification?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair, I have a question.
CHAIR WHITE: Ms. King.
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COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you. Thank you for being here. |, you know, |'ve often
wondered why if it, | mean, | know I've read a lot of the studies on how harmful
Oxybenzone is to the reef, and I've always wondered if it does that to the reef, what is
it doing to, you know, humans? And why would we want to put it on ourselves? So, |
just wanted to ask you if that was, | mean, you mentioned the hormonal implications.
Are there any other health effects to humans from applying this directly onto our skin?
And, and also can we get copies of your, the reports that you're referring to?

MS. VARSAMES: Absolutely. I'll just need like an email to send everything to.

But, what happens is sort of a good news, bad news. When the Oxybenzone came
out, the good news is that it lasts in your system for more than a decade. The bad
news is that it lasts in your system for more than a decade. So, when you see a tourist
spraying their child with Coppertone, that 12-year-old is going to have infertility
problems.

We're also looking at miscarriage rates. You know, when | was delivering my babies
30 years ago, the miscarriage rate was 1 in 35. It's now 1 in 6 for first pregnancies.
And it is thought to be that miscarriages are your body's way of clearing for the next
healthy pregnancy. And if we look at the biomedical testing of our unborn children,
what we're seeing is high toxic levels, and Oxybenzone is one of them. So, it is
crossing blood brain barrier. It is getting into placenta. And it is creating the hormone
disruption that's creating the infertility problems to begin with.

So, it's something that would be in the system of a parent that is, and because of the
cellular function and the unicell function of sperm, it's not effective, it's not a problem
for the men that are using it as it relates to the children, but it is for the women.
COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. Thank you. And I--
MS. VARSAMES: Does that answer your question?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Well, yea, and | look forward to seeing the actual reports, cause
that's, that's been one of my issues for a long time, the Oxybenzone, so.

MS. VARSAMES: Sure, I'l, I'll put a packet together and mail it off.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you for being here.






